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Appendix 

 

The Constitution of Japan (1946) 

Preamble 

“We, the Japanese people, desire peace for all time and are deeply conscious of 

the high ideals controlling human relationship, and we have determined to 

preserve our security and existence, trusting in the justice and faith of the peace-

loving peoples of the world. … We believe that no nation is responsible to itself 

alone, but that laws of political morality are universal; and that obedience to 

such laws is incumbent upon all nations who would sustain their own 

sovereignty and justify their sovereign relationship with other nations.” 

Article 9 

“Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the 

Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the 

threat or use of force as a means of settling international disputes. 

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea and air 

forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of 

belligerency of the state will not be recognized.” 


