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Creative Community-Based Learning for Marginalized Children in Manggarai: A Pathway to Achieving SDG 4 on
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Page |. INTRODUCTION L1 INTRODUCTION Children are the next generation that plays a crucial role in the cultural
continuity and social progress of a community. The significance of children's role as heirs of the nation confirms
that they are the hope of the future who will continue development, preserve cultural values, and contribute to
the social and economic development of the county (Triswanti, n.d., 2). However, for children who come from un-
derprivileged families, this role is often hampered by various obstacles due to limited access to education, health
and an environment that supports their optimal development. Law N0.20/2003 on the National Education System
article 23 states that the state organizes education through formal, non-formal and informal channels (Syarifud-
din, 2010, 47-48). Article 13 paragraph 1states " education pathways consist of formal education, non-formal ed-
ucation and informal education that complement each other” (Darlis, A_, n.d., 126). Article 26 paragraph 2 states:
"Non-formal education functions to develop the potential of learners by emphasizing and mastering functional
knowledge and skill and developing functional attitudes and personalities”. In Manggarai, South Jakarta, children
grow up in a challenging social and economic environment (Mayrean et al., 2024). Most of the parents in this




ABSTRACT

This study explores the implementation of art-based non-formal education as an alternative learning
method for marginalized children in Manggarai, South Jakarta. The project was conducted through a
collaboration between Lesson Lab and the Sahabat Anak Manggarai community, aiming to address
the limited access to formal education and creative development opportunities faced by children from
underprivileged families. Using a qualitative phenomenological approach, data were collected through
observations, in-depth interviews, and documentation during creative workshops such as tote bag
painting, painting by numbers, clay modeling, and resin keychain making. The findings show that
these activities improved children’s creativity, fine motor skills, self-confidence, and social
interaction, while also fostering problem-solving abilities and teamwork. Furthermore, the program
contributed to strengthening the role of Sahabat Anak Manggarai as a learning center for marginalized
communities. Overall, this research demonstrates that art-based non-formal education is an effective
means of supporting Sustainable Development Goal 4 (Quality Education) by empowering children
with essential life skills and providing inclusive, enjoyable, and character-building learning
experiences.
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