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ABSTRACT

This study investigates teachers' perceptions on the use of the Total Physical
Response (TPR) method in teaching English to the elementary school students. The
purpose of this study is to discuss the perceptions of teachers in teaching English to
elementary school students and to explore possible contributions of TPR in
facilitating TEYL. A mixture of methods, quantitative and qualitative, was
implemented in this study. Data from this research were collected from
questionnaires and Focus Group Discussion (FGD). Questionnaires were distributed
to 51 Elementary English teachers and FGD data were obtained from 4 teacher
representatives from the group. The results showed that the majority of elementary
English teachers have some degrees of familiarity with the TPR method, particularly
its "practice.” For some teachers in the study, however, this method was considered
new. Specifically based on their practices in the class, the teachers' recalled the
implementation of TPR and concurred on perceptions that TPR contributed to
students in facilitating TEYL. Furthermore, this study also discovered specific
strategies of implementation in teaching English in both lower and higher classes in
elementary schools.

Keywords: TPR, elementary school, teaching method, TEYL, young learners
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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menyelidiki persepsi guru tentang penggunaan metode Total Physical
Response (TPR) dalam mengajar bahasa Inggris kepada siswa sekolah dasar. Tujuan
dari penelitian ini adalah untuk membahas persepsi guru dalam mengajar bahasa
Inggris kepada siswa sekolah dasar dan untuk mengeksplorasi kemungkinan
kontribusi TPR dalam memfasilitasi TEYL. Campuran metode, kuantitatif dan
kualitatif, diterapkan dalam penelitian ini. Data dari penelitian ini dikumpulkan dari
kuesioner dan Focus Group Discussion (FGD). Kuesioner dibagikan kepada 51 guru
Bahasa Inggris SD dan data FGD diperoleh dari 4 perwakilan guru dari kelompok
tersebut. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa mayoritas guru bahasa Inggris tingkat
dasar memiliki tingkat keakraban dengan metode TPR, khususnya "praktik" -nya.
Namun, bagi beberapa guru dalam penelitian ini, metode ini dianggap baru.
Khususnya berdasarkan praktik mereka di kelas, para guru mengingat implementasi
TPR dan menyepakati persepsi bahwa TPR berkontribusi kepada siswa dalam
memfasilitasi TEYL. Selain itu, penelitian ini juga menemukan strategi
implementasi khusus dalam pengajaran bahasa Inggris di kelas rendah dan tinggi di
sekolah dasar.

Keywords: TPR, elementary school, teaching method, TEYL, young learners
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