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PresidentUniversity1I.INTRODUCTION

I.1BackgroundoftheStudy

Asanation-state,Russiahasitsagendaforitsnationalinterest.Russiahas

beensupportingSyriainthecivilwarthatoccurredin2015betweenthepro-

AssadgovernmentandAssad'sopposition,whichresultedfromthearabspring's

dominoeffect(Lynchetal.,2014;Żuber&Moussa,2018).TheformofRussia's

assistanceisthroughmilitarypersonnelandequipment.Theinterventionof

RussiaintheSyriancivilwaralsohasunderminingmeans,whichgivesRussia

theupperpositionintheshortandlongterm.TheSyriangovernment'ssupport

haspoliticalfactorsthataimtoconsolidatethecurrentSyriangovernmentto

preserveregionalstabilityintheMiddleEast(Maher&Pieper,2020).

ThecollapseoftheUSSRmarkstheendingofthecoldwarbetweenthe

USSRandtheU.S.anditsallies,thecoldrelationsbetweenwesterncountriesand

RussiaasthebiggestinheritoroftheUSSR,donotwarmup.Especiallywiththe

U.S.,wheretiesbetweenthetwonation-stateshavetoexperienceclashes—at
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varioustimes,RussiahasbeendoingbehaviorsthatcontradictedtheUnited

Statesandviceversa.Themiddleeastisconsideredoneofthemostimportant

andstrategiclocations,blessedbytherichnessofitsoilresources(Li&Ma,

2010).Theregion'soilhastemptedmanystatesworldwidetocontrolitsresources

duetoitslow-costoilproduction,highproductionrate,andquality(Mansour,

1995).Therefore,dominatingtheregionwouldbringabundantbenefits.Russia

andtheU.S.areconsideredamongthetwotopactorsaimingforregional

dominance.

RussiaperceivesSyriaasoneofthemostessentialandcriticalregions,

importantforrespectivenation-states'politicalagendas,especiallyinitssecurity

andeconomy.Thus,theSyriasituationhasbecomethefieldforRussiatofight

fordominancewiththemainlyU.S.,withRussiasupportingthepro-Assadand

theU.S.withotherwesterncountriessupportingtheanti-Assadgroups.Inthis 

PresidentUniversity2case,afterseveralmilitaryoperations,itturnedoutthatRussiahadtheupperhand

overtheconflictinSyria.ThissituationbenefitsRussiatoexploititspositionto

useSyriaasatooltoestablishabalanceofpower.

I.2StatementoftheProblem

Russia,asanation-state,hasitsrespectivenationalinterest.However,the

situationinSyriacorneredRussiatointerveneintheSyrianCivilWarto

minimizefurtherthreatsawaitstheSyrianCivilWariswonbytheopposition

groupandtopplePresidentBasharal-Assad.Oneoftheprincipalthreats

perceivedbySyriaistheUnitedStatesofAmerica'shegemonywhichhasmade

theU.S.thedominantpowerintheMiddleEast(Hudson,1996).Russiasharesan

interestinthemiddleeastregionandhasconcernsregardingthedominationof

theU.S.andotherwesterncountries.Manywesterncountries,especiallytheU.S.


