PRESIDENT
UNIVERSITY

RUSSIA INTERVENTION IN THE SYRIAN CIVIL WAR (2015-
2020)

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS
Submitted as one of the requirements to obtain

Sarjana Sosial

By
THERESIA AVILA ALMANDA
Id No. 016201900088

Faculty of Humanities
International Relations Study Program
Cikarang

February, 2023



THESIS ADVISER
RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This thesis entitled “Russia Intervention in the Syrian Civil War (2015-
2020)” prepared and submitted by Theresia Avila Almanda in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of International Relations in
the Faculty of Humanities has been reviewed and found to have satisfied
the requirements for a thesis fit to be examined. I therefore recommend
this thesis for Oral Defense.

Cikarang, Indonesia, 23 January 2023.

(L'WW\

Dr. Endi Haryono, S.IP., M.Si.



PANEL OF EXAMINER

APPROVAL SHEET

The panel of Examiners declares that the thesis entitled “Russia
Intervention in the Syrian Civil War (2015-2020)” was submitted by
Theresia Avila Almanda majoring in International Relations from the
Faculty of Humanities was assessed and approved to pass the Oral
Examinations on February 21, 2023

—.

Witri Elvianti, S.IP., MA.
Examiner I

Natasya Kusumawardani, S.IP., MProfStuds (Hons)

Examiner II



STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

In my capacity as an active student of President University and as the author of the
undergraduate thesis stated below:

Name : Theresia Avila Almanda
Student ID number : 016201900088

Study Program : International Relations
Faculty : Humanities

I hereby declare that my undergraduate thesis/final project/business plan entitled
"Russia Intervention in the Syrian Civil War (2015-2020) " is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, an original piece of work based on sound academic principles.
If there is any plagiarism, including but not limited to Artificial Intelligence
plagiarism, is detected in this undergraduate thesis, I am willing to be personally
responsible for the consequences of these acts of plagiarism, and accept the sanctions
against these acts in accordance with the rules and policies of President University.

I also declare that this work, either in whole or in part, has not been submitted to
another university to obtain a degree.

Cikarang, Indonesia, 23 January 2023.

-

Theresia Avila Almanda



CONSENT FOR INTERLLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHT

Title of Thesis “Russia Intervention in the Syrian Civil

War (2015-2020)”

1. The Author hereby assigns to President University the copyright to the contribution
named above whereby the university shall have the exclusive right to publish the
contribution and translations of it wholly or in part throughout the world during the

full term of copyright including renewals and extensions and all subsidiary rights.

2. The Author retains the right to re-publish the preprint version of the contribution
without charge and subject only to notifying the University of the intent to do so and
to ensuring that the publication by the University is properly credited and that the

relevant copyright notice is repeated verbatim.

3. The Author retains moral and all proprietary rights other than copyright, such as

patent and trademark rights to any process or procedure described in the contribution.

4. The Author guarantees that the contribution is original, has not been published
previously, is not under consideration of publication elsewhere and that any necessary
permission to quote or reproduce illustrations from another source has been obtained

(a copy of any such permission should be sent with this form).

5. The Author guarantees that the contribution contains no violation of any existing
copyright or other third — party right or material of an obscene, indecent, libellous or
otherwise unlawful nature and will indemnify the University against all claims arising

from any breach of this warranty.



6. The Author declares that any named person as co — author of the contribution is

aware of this agreement and has also agreed to the above warranties.

Name Theresia Avila Almanda

Date 20 September 2023

Signature




SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATION APPROVAL FOR
ACADEMIC INTEREST

As a student of the President University, I, the undersigned:

Name : Theresia Avila Almanda
Student ID Number : 016201900088
Study program : International Relations

For the purpose of development of science and technology, certify, and
approve to give President University a non-exclusive royalty-free right
upon my final report with the title:

“Russia Intervention in the Syrian Civil War (2015-2020)”

With this non-exclusive royalty-free right, President University is entitled
to converse, to convert, to manage in a database, to maintain, and to
publish my final report. There are to be done with the obligation from
President University to mention my name as the copyright owner of my
final report.

This statement I made in truth.

Cikarang, September 20, 2023

-

Theresia Avila Almanda



ADVISOR’S APPROVAL FOR PUBLICATION

As a lecturer of the President University, I, the undersigned:

Advisor’s Name : Dr. Endi Haryono, S.IP., M.Si.
NIDN : 0418026507

Study program : International Relations
Faculty : Humanities

declare that following thesis:

Title of Undergraduate Thesis : Russia Intervention in the Syrian
Civil War (2015-2020)

Undergraduate Thesis author : Theresia Avila Almanda

Student ID number : 016201900088

will be published in institution’s repository

Cikarang, September 20, 2023

Dr. Endi Haryono, S.IP., M.Si.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

THESIS ADVISER RECOMMENDATION LETTERPagel
DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY ..couttiiiiieieeieeieeeeee st i
CONSENT FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT.......ccccecveviirieirnene. iii-iv
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATION APPROVAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEREST.......v
ADVISOR’S APPROVAL FOR PUBLICATION.......cccceoteiinieienienceeeeeeienee vi
ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt sttt et vii-viii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt ix
TABLE OF CONTENTS......ootiiiriiireeeeee ettt X
LIST OF FIGURES ..ottt xi
CHAPTER
L. INTRODUCTION ..ottt sttt 1
.1 Background of the Study ........cccccoeeviriiniiiiiiiccceec 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem ...........cccooieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 1
1.3 Research QUESTION .........eeeuiieeiiieeiie ettt et et e aee e 2
1.4 Research Objectives and Significance ..........ccccceceveenerienieneeicneenennene 2
1.5 Scope and Limitations of the Study ........cccoceeveriiniininiinicee 2
1.6 LIterature REVIEW ......cccuiiiiiiieiieiieiieiesieeeie e 4
II. METHODOLOGY ..ottt ettt sttt 8
II.1 Theoretical Framework ...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 8
I1.2 Definition Of TeIMS .......coviieiieriiieiiesiie et 11
I1.3 Research Methodology ......cc..cecvieriieiieniieiiecieeieeee e 13
I1.4 Research StruCtUIe ........cc.eeiiiieriieiieieseeeee e 15
III. ANALYSIS OF RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT ACT OF INTERVENTION IN
SYRIAN CIVIL WAR ..ottt 17
1.1 Russia Support of Syria in the International Stage.........c..ccecevverennee 17
1.2 Military Operations by Russian Military Forces..........c.cceoevienennennnene 17
I1.2.1 Russian Military Attacks ........ccccoeiieriiiiiiiniiiieeeeee e 18

Wl



I1.3 Russian Military POLICe ........cccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee e 22
IV. ANALYSIS OF RUSSIA INTERESTS IN INTERVENING SYRIAN CIVIL

WAR ettt ettt ettt ettt et e e te et e nreenteeneennes 24
IV.1 Russian National INterest..........cceevueriereriienienieeieeieieeeeseeeeee e 24
IV.1.1 Economic INErest ........cccueruieiirieriiiieniieieeie e 25

IV.1.1.1 Mining and ENergy .......ccccccervemerneniineeinienecieneeseeenn 27

IV.1.1.2 Arms Sales ..coeiiiiiiiieeiieiieeeeet e 29

IV.1.2 Strate@ic INterest......c.ccovveviieciierieeieerieeieeiee e 31

IV.2 Russia Benefit of the Intervention............cocceeceveererienieneeiieneeeee 35
IV.2.1 The Increase of POWET ........ccccoeviiiiiiiieiiieieeeeeeee e, 35

IV.2.2 Economic POWET ........cccovuiiiiiiiiiiieeiceieeeeee e 35

IV.2.3 Military POWET .....cceeviiiiiieiieciieiieciecce et 37

V. CONCLUSION ...ttt sttt ettt 40
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...ttt 40

X1



LIST OF FIGURES

Approximation of Russian airstrikes in Syria 30 September-28 October 2015.... 18
Russia GDP from MiningRussia GDP from Mining...............cc.cccccoccvevvveeveeenneene. 26

Russia Arms Export to Middle East and North Africa..............c.ccccooecvevcinnanncnn. 28

XV



FINAL PROJECT THESIS_THERESIA AVILA ALMANDA

ORIGIMALITY REPORT

13, 11 7« 2

SIMILARITY INDEX INTERNET SOURCES PUBLICATIONS STUDENT PAPERS
PRIMARY SOURCES
"Thg Syrian Cr.isis", Springer Science and 1 %
Business Media LLC, 2021
Publication
"Russia's Relations with the GCC and Iran”, <1 %
Springer Science and Business Media LLC,
2021
Publication
M dokumen.pub
> Internet Source p <1 %

Jo Jakobsen. "The Geopolitics of U.S. Overseas <1 "
Troops and Withdrawal", Springer Science and
Business Media LLC, 2022

Publication
ﬁ[ierrge?::iz.airforce.gov.au <4 %
B ckpedaore <14
core.ac Uk <Tw

dergipark.org.tr



Detect Text T, Upload File

Your File Content is Human written

0%
Al GPT*

PresidentUniversity1.INTRODUCTION

I.1BackgroundoftheStudy
Asanation-state,Russiahasitsagendaforitsnationalinterest.Russiahas
beensupportingSyriainthecivilwarthatoccurredin2015betweenthepro-
AssadgovernmentandAssad'sopposition,whichresultedfromthearabspring's
dominoeffect(Lynchetal.,2014;,Zuber&Moussa,2018).TheformofRussia's
assistanceisthroughmilitarypersonnelandequipment.Theinterventionof
RussiaintheSyriancivilwaralsohasunderminingmeans,whichgivesRussia
theupperpositionintheshortandlongterm.TheSyriangovernment'ssupport
haspoliticalfactorsthataimtoconsolidatethecurrentSyriangovernmentto
preserveregionalstabilityintheMiddleEast(Maher&Pieper,2020).
ThecollapseoftheUSSRmarkstheendingofthecoldwarbetweenthe
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varioustimes,RussiahasbeendoingbehaviorsthatcontradictedtheUnited
Statesandviceversa.Themiddleeastisconsideredoneofthemostimportant
andstrategiclocations,blessedbytherichnessofitsoilresources(Li&Ma,
2010).Theregion'soilhastemptedmanystatesworldwidetocontrolitsresources
duetoitslow-costoilproduction,highproductionrate,andquality(Mansour,
1995).Therefore,dominatingtheregionwouldbringabundantbenefits.Russia
andtheU.S.areconsideredamongthetwotopactorsaimingforregional
dominance.
RussiaperceivesSyriaasoneofthemostessentialandcriticalregions,
importantforrespectivenation-states'politicalagendas,especiallyinitssecurity
andeconomy.Thus,theSyriasituationhasbecomethefieldforRussiatofight
fordominancewiththemainlyU.S. withRussiasupportingthepro-Assadand
theU.S.withotherwesterncountriessupportingtheanti-Assadgroups.Inthis
PresidentUniversity2case,afterseveralmilitaryoperations,itturnedoutthatRussiahadtheupperhand
overtheconflictinSyria.ThissituationbenefitsRussiatoexploititspositionto
useSyriaasatooltoestablishabalanceofpower.

|.2StatementoftheProblem

Russia,asanation-state, hasitsrespectivenationalinterest. However,the
situationinSyriacorneredRussiatointerveneintheSyrianCivilWarto
minimizefurtherthreatsawaitstheSyrianCivilWariswonbytheopposition
groupandtopplePresidentBasharal-Assad.Oneoftheprincipalthreats

perceivedbySyriaistheUnitedStatesofAmerica'shegemonywhichhasmade



