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ABSTRACT 

 

Title: The Implementation of World Trade Organization Dispute Settlement 

Mechanism in The Case of Turkey and The European Union Trade Dispute on 

Safeguard Measures for Certain Steel Products (2020-2023) 

 

The imposition of provisional safeguard measures on July 17, 2018, and definitive 

safeguard measures on January 31, 2019, for certain steel products by the European 

Commission (EC) has led to a trade dispute with Turkey. These safeguard measures 

in the form of duty-free tariff-rate quotas and additional duties out of quota at 25% 

are considered to threaten Turkey's domestic industry because the European Union 

(EU) has become the main destination for Turkish steel exports. Therefore, Turkey 

brought the dispute to the World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiating table on 

March 13, 2020. As an international organization that regulates trade between 

countries, the WTO has a Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) to deal with disputes 

between members through a Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM). Thus, this 

research addresses the issue of how the DSM followed by the WTO DSB in 

resolving this EU-Turkey dispute case. 

 

Through qualitative research methods and literature studies used as data collection 

techniques, this study aims to understand the WTO DSM, investigate the results of 

the EU-Turkey dispute settlement through the WTO DSB, and analyze the 

international relations theories on the role of the WTO in dispute settlement. The 

concept of international organization and the neoliberal institutionalism theory are 

used to examine the practice of DSM by the WTO DSB in the EU-Turkey case. 

This study finds that the WTO DSB has fulfilled its primary role and independence 

characteristics as an international organization in resolving this dispute. 

Furthermore, this study also validates the assumptions of neoliberal institutionalism 

theory regarding the importance of international institutions to promote cooperation 

among states and ensure state compliance with regulations, despite the potential for 

state cheating. 

 

Keywords: Dispute Settlement Body, International Organizations, Neoliberal 

Institutionalism, Safeguard Measures, World Trade Organization  
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ABSTRAK 

 

Judul: The Implementation of World Trade Organization Dispute Settlement 

Mechanism in The Case of Turkey and The European Union Trade Dispute on 

Safeguard Measures for Certain Steel Products (2020-2023) 

 

Pengenaan tindakan pengamanan sementara pada 17 Juli 2018, dan tindakan 

pengamanan definitif pada 31 Januari 2019, untuk produk baja tertentu oleh Komisi 

Eropa (European Commission/EC) telah menimbulkan sengketa dagang dengan 

Turki. Tindakan pengamanan berupa kuota tarif bebas bea masuk dan bea masuk 

tambahan di luar kuota sebesar 25% ini dinilai mengancam industri dalam negeri 

Turki karena Uni Eropa (UE) menjadi tujuan utama ekspor baja Turki. Oleh karena 

itu, Turki membawa sengketa tersebut ke meja perundingan World Trade 

Organization (WTO) pada 13 Maret 2020. Sebagai organisasi internasional yang 

mengatur perdagangan antar negara, WTO memiliki Badan Penyelesaian Sengketa 

(Dispute Settlement Body/DSB) untuk menangani sengketa antar anggota melalui 

Mekanisme Penyelesaian Sengketa (Dispute Settlement Mechanism/DSM). Oleh 

karena itu, penelitian ini membahas masalah bagaimana DSM diikuti oleh DSB 

WTO dalam menyelesaikan kasus sengketa Uni Eropa-Turki. 

 

Melalui metode penelitian kualitatif dan studi literatur yang digunakan sebagai 

teknik pengumpulan data, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk memahami DSM WTO, 

mengetahui hasil penyelesaian sengketa Uni Eropa-Turki melalui DSB WTO, dan 

menganalisis teori hubungan internasional terhadap peran WTO dalam 

penyelesaian sengketa. Konsep organisasi internasional dan teori institusionalisme 

neoliberal digunakan untuk mengkaji praktik DSM oleh DSB WTO dalam kasus 

Uni Eropa-Turki. Studi ini menemukan bahwa DSB WTO telah memenuhi peran 

utama dan karakteristik independensinya sebagai organisasi internasional dalam 

menyelesaikan sengketa ini. Lebih lanjut, studi ini juga memvalidasi asumsi teori 

institusionalisme neoliberal mengenai pentingnya institusi internasional untuk 

mendorong kerja sama antarnegara dan memastikan kepatuhan negara terhadap 

peraturan, meskipun terdapat potensi kecurangan negara. 

 

Kata Kunci: Badan Penyelesaian Sengketa, Organisasi Internasional, Neoliberal 

Institusionalisme, Tindakan Pengamanan, World Trade Organization  
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