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CHAPTERHNTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

Qn Februzary 17 2011, the beginning of the outbrazk of the Ubyan vl war which s alsoremambered as tha “Day
of Bage” which masked that the Arad 5pring Md reached Lbva, In response to the upasing that occurred from
both peaceiul rebel elements aimng for politica reform, end hardline rebets, Caddali's Forves began W camy out
fulkscale military operabom indiscrminately against hoth elsments [Siebeqs & Case, 2012), The Linited Nations
passed Resalution 1970, calling for an immediate cease-fire in response to Ceddafi's swift stance. imposing sano
tions on Qeddef| and all members of his government, and referring attacks on Libyan civilian to the international
Criminal Court §CC) (Sicbens & Case, 2012).0n0-hmh 23, NATO began imposing an acms embarge, mantalning &
ne-fly zone, end protecting avilans erd civil pulsted sreas from sitacks or tireats of stisck by the Gaddef|
regime Mrmmtwnwﬁnuﬁm«mw&m whiere the overall conbrol of meikary ncenenton in Libys will be
taken over by NATO (Fukitomi, 201 7)T his operation marked the baginni hg of Tutkey's presénce and involvement
in Utya, Erdofan, prme ministar of Turkey at that tme initially cpposed NATQ incervention in Lidye But just &
weeklster after the speech, Turkiv realized that it would face s powerful international coalition T'itdid not change
strategy and send navel vessels and submannes to help enforce the arms embargo aganst Livwa (Q2tan, 2012).

According Lo O2pek & Demirag, In the Reginning, the presence of the Turkish army in Libya was due 2 Turkey
net having the power W prevent interventon, end s memberstig in NATO forced Turkey L te peit of the o=
peryention Turkey is a countsy that is 0 a position of contact b thies régiang Eurcpe the hddle East,
and the Caucasis (Cantral Asin). This poskion makes Turkey srategic md ditsmmatic, This s stracepic becatise of
the conditon of Turkey's territory which can e involved in el aspects that are ntenwingd In the region suchas
wconuiics. pebtcs. including arofjtable security. Mearahile, the dilemms is caused by the state of Turkey which
zan be bagped in & difficult positon when desling with Broadar securty msues The relabionsiip between tre
WO countres cirnies 3 deap senss of responsibility m Turkey's polices i Libyn. Above all, Turkey pufvs to bn
& eanrstructive sctor, taking 8 role in mitigating conflicts and cisas and prioritzing palitical negotiat

milicary approach (keldlf & O, 2020). Whiz bringing the principle of pratection of eivilians o the fore dunno
the eevolution in 2011, Turkey mads every effort to sssist in the reconstruction of Libyz until the re-sruption of
thve cond et n May 2014 (Kekilli & Oztirk, 20201

Ubyan politics took anew turn in which volence was used a3 an insrement when Khalifa Haftar saged a militery
coup i May 2014 with thesupper t of Egypt and the Linkwd Areb Ermirates (UAE) (Kekilll & Ozturk, 2020). Sinc e then,
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes Tiurkiye's foreign policy in providing military
assistance to Libya under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan from 2019 to 2022.
This study explores the conflict dynamics of Libya's second civil war arising from
Turkiye's military involvement in Libya, specifically in support of the
Government of National Accord (GNA) against the Libyan National Army
(LNA) led by Khalifa Haftar. Using the theoretical framework of defense
diplomacy, this study analyzes Turkiye's foreign policy in its military assistance
that influenced the development of the conflict. Qualitative methods were used
with primary data analysis from government reports, academic journals, and other
reliable sources. The results show that Tirkiye's military policy has not only
strengthened the position of the GNA but also that Tirkiye's involvement has
been crucial in shaping the dynamics of peacekeeping and peace enforcement in
Libya. This study provides important insights into Tirkiye's role as a regional

actor and its contribution to the conflict dynamics in Libya.

Keyword : Tlrkiye's foreign policy, Military assistance, Libyan conflict, Defense

diplomacy, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.



ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menganalisis kebijakan luar negeri Turki dalam memberikan
bantuan militer kepada Libya di bawah pemerintahan Presiden Recep Tayyip
Erdogan pada tahun 2019-2022. Studi ini mengeksplorasi dinamika konflik
perang saudara kedua Libya yang muncul akibat keterlibatan militer Turki di
Libya, khususnya dalam mendukung Pemerintah Kesepakatan Nasional (GNA)
melawan Tentara Nasional Libya (LNA) yang dipimpin oleh Khalifa Haftar.
Dengan menggunakan kerangka teori diplomasi pertahanan, penelitian ini
menganalisis kebijakan luar negeri Turki dalam bantuan militernya yang
mempengaruhi perkembangan konflik. Metode kualitatif digunakan dengan
analisis data sekunder dari laporan pemerintah, jurnal akademis, dan sumber-
sumber terpercaya lainnya. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kebijakan
militer Turki tidak hanya memperkuat posisi GNA, tetapi juga bahwa keterlibatan
Turki sangat penting dalam membentuk dinamika pemeliharaan perdamaian dan
penegakan perdamaian di Libya. Penelitian ini memberikan wawasan penting
mengenai peran Turki sebagai aktor regional dan kontribusinya terhadap
dinamika konflik di Libya.

Kata kunci : Kebijakan luar negeri Turki, Bantuan militer, Konflik Libya,
Diplomasi pertahanan, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
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