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CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION 1.1, Background of the Study Mongolia is a landlocked
country in East Asia that is bordered by Russia and China_Mangols are one of the maost
important representatives of nomadic civilizations {Kalan, 2024)_Mongolia has been ruled
by various nomadic gmpires in histary, Mongolia has seen substantial political
transformations during the last several decades, Since its democratic transition, Mongolia
has experienced profound palitical, economic, and social transformations, including
consistent multi-party elections, and witnessed peaceful power transfers between
different political parties {Rossabi, 2005). Currently, Mongolia is & unitary
semi-Presidential republic with a multi-party system; the heads of state and government
are the President and the democratically elected parliament, the State Great Khural. At
the moment, air pollution is one of the most pressing urban environmental issues in
Mengolia since its independence, particularly in its capital city, Ulaanbaatar. In recent
dacades, Aslan countries have experienced a wider variety of alr pollution types,
primarily due to significant increases in energy use, transportation, urbanization, and o
industrial development. As a result, air pollution has emerged as one of the most pressing
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Navigating Political Dynamics and Governance Structures in Mongolia: A

Brief Case Study on Addressing Air Pollution Challenges in Ulaanbaatar
Khaliunaa Enkhtaivan

Thesis Advisor: Muhammad Sigit Andhi Rahman, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This thesis explores how Mongolia’s political institutions and governance
structures have shaped the country’s response to urban air pollution, focusing
specifically on Ulaanbaatar. Since the country’s democratic transition in the
1990s, environmental challenges in the winter air pollution caused by coal
burning in ger districts have become deeply entangled with political and
institutional dynamics. Despite state-led initiatives such as coal bans and housing
programs, the problem persists. Using a political ecology framework, this study
examines how power, policy-making, public response, and corruption interact to
shape environmental governance. It focuses on three core research questions: (1)
How have Mongolia’s political institutions and policy-making processes evolved
since the 1990s in addressing environmental issues, particularly air pollution in
Ulaanbaatar? (2) How do political dynamics influence environmental policies and
development in Mongolia, particularly concerning the air pollution crisis?

The thesis argues that while Mongolia’s institutional frameworks provide avenues
for environmental action, challenges such as fragmented governance, limited
implementation capacity, and corruption undermine policy effectiveness. This
analysis contributes to broader discussions on environmental governance in
transitional democracies and highlights the need for stronger accountability and

participatory mechanisms in Mongolia.

Keywords: Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, air pollution, political dynamics,

governance, environmental policies.
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